


[CHEAP REPOSITORY. Number 32. 1Z é 
a UD -& ete FS 
LPitt., bg en kde 


ae HE 





TROUBLES OF LIFE. 
TE seca Livet Prsxt : Pe. FPr%- vi 
To which is ohefixed, 


PATIENT JOE; OR THE | 
EWCASTLE COLLIER. 






































PHILADELPHIA: j 
PRINTED BY Bs & J. JOMRson, no. 147, iY 
HIGH-STREET. 














PATIENT JOE; f 


. 

BV45!0 : 

OR, Al iC 'e | 
no py & : 


THE NEWCASTLE COLLIER. f° 


’b 


tt, 











Have you heard of a Collier of bonest renown, fine 
Who dwelt on the borders of Newcastle town ? ° 
fTis name it was Foseph—you better may know 
If I tell you be alpays was called patient For. 
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Whatever betided be thought it was right, 

sind Providence stilbhe kept ever in sight ; 

To those who love God, let things turn as they wou’ 
He was certain that all work’d together for good, 





e prais’d his Creator whatever befel ; dng 
How thankful was Joseph when matters went wel: 
How sincere were b¥s carols of praise for goed be 
An bow grateful for any increase in dis wealth | 
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trouble be bow'd him to God's boly will ; 


ow contented was Foseph when matters went ill ! 
ben rich and when poor be alike understood 
bat all things together were working for goods 


the land was afflicted with war, be declar’d 
was a needful correction for sins which he shar'd ; . 
nd when merciful Heaven bid slaughter to cease, 


low thankful was Joe for the blessing of peace f 


‘hen taxes ran high, atl provisions were dear, 
till Fosepb declar'd be b ee fear; 

t was but atrial be well understood, 

rom Him who made ail work together for gocd. 


bo? bis wife was but sickly, bis gettings but sizali,. 
t mind so submissive prepar’d him for aG ; 

Te liv’d on bis gains were they greater or less, 

tnd the giver he ceas’d nat each moment to bless. 


ben another child came be reeeiv’d hiw with joy, 

ind Providence bless’d who bad sent hima boy ; 

ut when the child dy’'d—said poor Foe I’m conteizt, 
or God bad a rinbe t to reeall a: bz lent. 


t was Fosepb’s i!!-fartune to qvork in a pit 
‘ith some who beliew'd that profaneness was wit ; 
Wien disasters befel him much pleasure they shew'd, 


And laugh’d and saidee® Foseph will this vor kifor 


good. 
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chance, 
Still Fosepb insisted no chance could be found, 
Not a sparrow by accident falls to the ground. 


Among bis companions who work'd in the pit, 
And made him the butt of their profligate wit, 
Wasadle Tim Fenkins, who drank and who gam’d, 


Who mock'd at bis Bible an@wvas not asham’d. bus 
wal ill 

One day at the plebis old comrades he found, 

And they chatted preparing to go under ground; [We 


Tim Finkens, as usual, was turning to jest 
Foe’s notion—that qll things which bappen’d we nd 
best, ow 


As Foe on the ground had unthinkingly laid 
His | provision for dinner of bacon and bread, 
A dog onthe watch seiz’d the bread and the meat, 
And off with bis preygan with footsteps so fleet. 





Now to see the delight that Tim qeetins exbrest ! 
‘ Is the loss of thy dinner too, Foc, for the best ?’ 
lo doubt on’t,’ sa.d F@Ry* but as I must wat, 


’'Tis my duty to try td recover my meat. 


SO. sayin: g he follow’ d the dog a long round, 
While Tim faughi ing and swearing went down unde 


&' "“OuN d ; 
Poer 5 Foe soon return’d, tha’ his bacon was last, 
for the d: se A LOK od Pit had nade at bts ost, 
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d Mhen Foseph came back, be expected a sneer, 
ut the face of each collier spoke horror and fear $ 
What a narrow escape hast thou bad,’ they ail said, 
The pit is fall’n in, and Tim Fenkins is dead I” 


ew sincere was the gratitvde Foseph exprest ! 

ow warm the compassion which giow’d in his 
‘d, breast ! 

bus events great and salt, if aright understood, 


ill be found to be working sai fer Goad 


? 
When my meat,’ Foseph cry’d, ¢ was as juthow stol’n 
away, 
veqnd I had no prospect of eating to-day, 
low could it appear toa short sighted sinner, 


bat my life would be sav’d by the loss of my ding 
ner 2? 
b. 
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m AN is born to trouble as th 
, {parks fly upward.” It is ne 
every one ‘however, that believes thi 
melancholy truth, Young people, efpe 
cially, are apt to imagine that the worl@l 
is full of pleafure and enjoyment: theiffi 
hearts beat high with expeCiation as thegl 
enter into it; they trult that all thesht 
{chemes will anfwer, and they ifeldomla 
ealculate on trials, lofles, and difappointfr 
ments. I propofe here, in the firft placefne 
to prefent to my young and fanguine reafic 
ders the pictureof a few of the chief trougm 
bles oflife which are often too much cong 
cealed from them. ‘The view of thei 
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say ferve, perhaps, tocool a little the 
onted ardor of youth ; and to prepare 
e inex perierreed mind for fcenes which 
may by-and-by chance to fee realized. 
But now in what way fhall IT enter on 
e vait field thatis before me ? for when 
take up human forrows as tiny fubject, 
ethinks I fee a thoufand forms of 
'Gihifery prefent themfelves before me. 
will begin with one Of*thofe forts of 
ifery which are the moft common. I 
ean thofe which great poverty brings 
vith it. 
th , 
no THE POOR LABOURER. 
hi 
pq Reader thou art one, as I will fuppofe, 
rl@vho heretofore, by dint of hard. work, 
eiidft provide thyfelf with bread, and 
vemlidft even lay up for atime fome trifling 
eiftore ; but now thy family has grown 
yilarge ; thy wife, dear woman! hath 
nyProught thee twins laft year ; thine own 
cfnealth has alfo begun rather to decline, 
-afo that as thy charges increafe, thy 
ugmeans of living grows {maller and fmal- 
néler ; thou art not yet reduced to attual 
fe Hh 4 
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not, perhaps into a dreadful jail. 
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want, but thou art in dread of it, fort 

dlender fiock which thou hadft got t ate 
gether, is now wafting day by day: @® 
ready poverty begins to fare thee | h 
the. face; already thou haft pawned it 
{poon, or apiece of lefs neceflary furnf’® 
ture, or perhaps a Sunday-coat, and f° 
another week thou muft part with thf" 
wife’s, cloak, and perhaps an uppeq* 
blanket alfo tsthou doft hope, indeed, qa! 
redeem the more needful articles, but #" 
is very doubtful whether thou wilt evq"‘ 
do it; thou feemeft to be defcendin}'* 
gently, by the fame way that many hay*' 
trod before thee, down into the work*' 


houfe ; or, if fome friendly hand forbif"* 
it 











_ We will now draw a picture of th pk 
diftrefs to obtain a living, which is cong" 


mon in a little higher life. fv 
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THE LITTLE SHOPKEEPER. 





It.may be thou art one, who havin| 
married a year or two ago, didft the 
fetout merrily in the world, in fom 
little fhop fitted up on the occafion, an 


every pound, as thou didft then calcut 
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+ tpte, would produce by this time another 
oy ound by due diligence in thy calling. 
. Phe little fubftance whieh thy thocanted 
eq@ther left thee, and thy wife brought 
enpee, were put together for a capital, 
} om which were to arife thefe ample 
t}profits of the fhop ;—sbut, alas} ‘the war 
efas happened; trade is grown dall; thou 
j, falt gone into it at a wromg'time, or haft 
af Jnofen awrong branch of commerce ; 
syqnou didft turn ‘dealer in filks juft when 
nee filk trade began declining; in 
ayauzes, which went out of fafhion in the 
ryeme year; orin hair-powder, and now 
-pipe ule of it is taxed; or thou haft 
ired, perhaps, a large houfe for the 
thpke ‘of having with it abetter fhop, 
eaning to let a part in jodgings, and to 
ive with thy little family in one fnuc 
orner of it; butthou haft failed in get- 
ng lodgers; thy cuftomers alfo pay but 
owly, fo that thou art no longer punc- 
jnpal in fatisfying thy own engagements : 
heguou wait obliged, the other day, to bor- 
ymgow 2 {mall fan of an old trufty’ friend : 
anqut under promile of fecrecy; left. it 
ypould hurt thy credit; and yefterdsy 
hou didit apply to a fecond friend ia 
Hh 5 


0 


ee, 








by en ennnedtin seen eee 
A - = . -- 
. 








( 10 ) 


like manner, but he was low in purl@ 
he was borrowing ut that time himfelif 
or he was engaged juft then; in fhor 
he did not care to truit thee :—thou mu! 
try a third friend to-day, and if he fail 
thee thou muft break perhaps to.morrow 
thou haft been going on for months ima 
the fame daily dread of bankruptcy, angi 
yet thou art counted to live in comfortk 
for thou carrieft about with thee a cheerpr 
ful look; in thy face fits f{miling plentyp1 
aiid eafe, and comfort, and fatisfactiomx 
and thy fhop fhines with it’s ufual lufirdp: 
for it is thus thou ftriveft to uphold thi 
credit, fo that thou doft bear thy pami 
with many others, in {preading over tha 
world an outward fhow of happinefs an 
profperity, but at the fame time there | 
grief, and pain, and gnawing care, an 
fear and confternation in thy heart. 








Nor ought we tothink that all thoiffe: 
even are free from keen anxiety abo 
the means of living, who feem to be pla 
ced out of the reach of real povert; 
and whofe bread, at leait, comparativ 
ly fpeaking, is very fure; for let it | 
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rfqemembered, that imaginary wants may 
‘elffe the caufe of real milery. 
org | 
1! THE GREAT TRADESMAN. 
ail 
owe Obferve that great and once thriving 
;imader: he had faved a while ago ten 
an@ioufand pounds; but in the laft year 
ore has gone a little back in the world; 
cemme new patent has been invented ; 
ntypme cheap fhop has rifen up; fome un- 
iom pected rival has entered the town; he 
trams been fo long uled to a large income, 
thfid has formed all his plans on fo cer- 
pain an expe¢tation of it’s continuance, 
that he feels almoft as much at the drop- 
angng off of his trade as if he was fuffer- 
re Bo with aétual hunger. ‘To be thrown, 
an® he calls it, out of his former bread, 
fee the downfal of his once reputable 
id thriving fhop, to part alfo with his 
hoffeafant country box, and to fell his 
boukw horfe and chaile; at the fame 
plame to reduce his whole fcale of li- 
srtgne, and to change the plan of edu- 
ivégtion alfo for his children, and to -re- 
t le, in fhort, with only eight or ten 
oufand pounds in hand, infiead of the 
Hh 6 
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expecied twenty, is one of the moft har@y 
and trying cafes, as he gravely tell®e 
you, that ever was experienced. 21 

.But let us draw another picture of huff 
man milery. 








THE SICK MAN. 


Thou art one, perhaps, on whon 
money flows in apace, but thou art of Bu 
very fickly conftitution. Alas! all thy 
wealth cannot purchafe for thee a heai 
thy body ; it cannot foothe thy pain, o 
ftop the courfe of thy diforder; phyitci 
ans are called in, but it 1s in vain gn 
they do but fend thee from place to placqm; 
in fearch of health—thy fchemes in lif@/h 
too are all now broken, for thy life itthe 
felfisin danger. Once thou didft hop@y, 
to fee many days, and to marry lfom@he. 
woman of thine acquaintance, whol@ru 
imacé is {till haunting thy imaginationfay 
and to be the joyful parent of children ho; 
but this fad diforder has dafhed all th®, 
hopes to pieces: though rolling imk 
wealth, and in the prime of life, thoucifon 
blejt with friends who might be verthat 
ferviegabic, and though fecretly lovedoy. 


v 














ity her on whom thy own affections have 

llfeen fixed, yet all thefe bleflings only 
erve to give a fharper edge to thy difap- 

Ufointment, for in the moment of attdin- 
g every thing which thy fond heart 
ouldwith, the cup of happinefs is fnatch- 
d from thy lips, and thou art driven 
way to an untimely grave. 


on 
f But let us turn to another cafe of mifery. 
hy 
al THE DISAPPOINTED EOVER. 

/ 


cif Thou art one perhaps that is croffed 
nin love; with warm, and eager, and 
icdmpatient affection thou purfueft one 
iig@ho neglects, avoids, or even defpifes 
ithhee—perhaps fhe loved, or feemed to 
pve thee once, but fhe has lately jilted 
mahee ; or perhaps fhe loves thee {ftill, but 
off:udence forbids the match; friends 
onfave interfered flrongly with their au- 
sn fhority ; and the obedient girl has kind- 
thf, though refolutely, entreated thee to 
iftke leave of her for ever. Thou art 
ucfonfident neverthelefs in thy own mind, 
erfhat if fhe were partner of thy lot thou 
refouldf bear any fate of life with plea- 
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fhame, and thy torment; thou muft no\ 
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fure; poverty would be no povertyh: 
pain itfelf would lole it’s nature in h@ 
beloved fociety ; but without her life ih 
iniupportable, and that death whic 
others dread, is become the very obje 
of thy gloomy wifhes and expeCtationg 
PA 
Dt 
0 

But now to reverfe the picture; thot 
art one, perhaps, who, in the fondnefl 
and eagernefs of youth, haft married th 
very obje€&t of thy choice. O what 
happy man! what an enviable lot i 
thine! But let us wait a year or tw@ 
and obferve the iflve, Ina little tim 
the charm is broken: beauty foon fadesf« 
a horrible temper, allo, quite unpercei 
ved at firft, is broken out. She, whor 
thou didft look up to as an angel, is be 
come a very fury; quarrels diftraét th 
family day by day; and the very part 
ner of thy hfe is become thy grief, th 


























THE UNHAPPY HUSBAND, 
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om 


pay the forfeit of thy im prudence bi 
bearing this worft of burthens for all uP 
remaining days. Nay, thou muit all 
bear it in filence, left chy fhame thoulll 









publifhed fo muchthe more, and left 
rtwhy wife’s ill temper hould be worked 
hd—p even to frenzy if thy fhoulditt make 
fe: ye {malleft complaint. 
hic 
yje@ But why will you defcrihe human life 
on® gloomily ? perhaps fome reader may 
pply: very great happinefs is indeed 
ncommon, but the bulk of mankind do 
ot meet with any fuch miferies as thefe; 
hogr inilance how comfortable am 1! | am 
nefleft with atolerable degree of health, 
thfhy trade, alfo, on the whole fupports 
e decently, and | have many friends 
have at the fame time a pleafing fees 
tw® growing up around me, and the parte 
imer of my lot, inflead of being fuch a 
lesffoman as you have painted, is molt ex- 
ce™mplary, and afectionate, and kind. 
10m Is this then the ground on which all 
-befour happinefs is refted ?—We will now 
thf@raw another picture of human cala- 
arity. 
th 
N01 THE WIDOWER. 
' b 
th@ Obferve that wife, fo pleafing in her 
alf@erion, fo cheerful alfo in her temper, 
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fo valuable asthe nduftrious and cleveSf 
parent of her maty children, and fo ati: 
tentive and aifegionate alfo to her hufgur 
band. Early bve united them, unrefitt 
ferved intimacy has endeared them {tilgw 
further, and along -connec¢tion has renghe 
dered them now quite needful to eacifon 
other; the hufband’s life is bound up igAn 
that of his wife in a degree of which hfRc 
is hardly yet aware. See her begin tr 
ficken and to grow a little pale. At firfir 
the difeafe is trifing; fhe has walked oup | 
in the dewy night, and caught a coldha 
but the cough has increafed, and it ifpn 
now three months fince that unluckgt 
day, The tender hufband begins to b@ali 
alarmed. Love indeed is apt to be anxpre 
ious, and fhe herfelf begs him therefor@ 














-mot to be fo much afraid. Anothefpe 
*““month pafles off and the cough is nofpn 


removed. Her pulfe grows quick, hepa 
fleep forfakes her, and many dreadfufhc 
fymptoms enfue. What are now the feel 

ings of this ence happy hufband? H§/ 
walks with a melatchaly look, and igr 
a neglected drefs, over the houfe, an@ic 
he thinks his own life already too greagil 
a burthen to be borne. As the dangepl 





















®f her death begins to appear, his ftate 
f tuipente alfo is aflecting beyond mea- 
re. His hope rifes high with each 
ittle favourable change, and in a day or 
wo after he is half frantic with fear. In 
he mean time his own health, through 
ong watching, begins materially to fail. 
And now her end draws near. ‘That 
ace once fo beautiful, begins to be de- 
prmed by a ghailly hue, the lips are 
rned pale and quivergg, the tongue 
5 parc hed, her very reafon fails her, fo 
at {he knows Hot thé voice of as Lut. 
nd, though he calls her by her name. 
ke t we a “hte Drees is ciate, to be 









dhe laf agony arrives, and the expires 
his arms. O what a dreary fcene 





And here let it be remar’ed, that this 
rt of event is one that is by no means 
cdmmon. It is one which every fa- 
} Let every loving 























after of the ule to which the remem. 
brance may be turned) that he has to 
fee the day when he fhall be thus fepag 
rated from his wife, or elfe that the wife 
has to endure a like feparation from he 


4‘) hufband. Let him reflec that it ofte 


happens alfo, that in proportion as the 
pleafure in each other’s fociety has bee 
great, andthe love ardent, the partingg 
pang is found to be fevere. Scenes of gi 
like kind are to be expected alfo agai tl 
and again in life. At one time a belo 

ved parent is, in the courfe of naturdl 

removed; at another a much honoure@h 
uncle or patron, who had become a fegn 
cond father, is carricd off in his turzgd 
Now a brother or fifter, or a dear“friengvh 
and companion is tern away, and noglo 
a blooming, hopeiul, and perhaps ager 


pant 


‘only child, is hurried into an untim@il 


ly grave. And fo quickly dées deat ed. 
oftentimes repeat his ftroke, that peglre 
haps the mourner has fearcely wipaphe 
away his tears for one beloved relatigfvh 
cr child, before fome other tender Como 
néétion is alike torn from his embracc | 
and is buried in the fame tomb. ce 
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m.- THE CHILD OF SORROW. 
to 

pag But let us fpeak now of thofe who 
jifq™em to unite in themfelves a valt varie- 
hem of griefs, and who, therefore, may 
tem called moft emphatically, The Chil- 
th@en of Sorrow. ‘There are fome per- 
eempns who teem to have every thing make 
ing@eainit them; they have had neither the 
of #iccels in bufinefs, nor yet the health of 
‘aigther men, and they have experienced 
sJo—ilfo their full fhare of afleCiing deaths in 
ir@meir family. Some there are alfo of 
re@hete children of affiiction, who experi- 
feéence in the evening of their days fome 
irmedditional and aggravated calamity, 
enfvhereby their grey hairs are brought 
1of@own in forrow to the grave. There 


tg 





are fome mothers alfo, of whom, befides 


m@pll their other griefs, it may be remark- 


aed, that though they have many chil-. 


yemlren, yet they never fucceed in rearing 
p@oem. Imagine to yourfelf a mother 
iho is now poor and helplefs, and a wi- 
o@ow woman alio, who has brought forth 
cf large family cf children, and has fuc- 

ceflively indulged the hope of réaring 
every one of them. By the time that 
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fhe has reached old age fhe is bereft x 


length of them all; broken down with 


age and adverfity, the lamp of lite fee. 
bly burning, fhe may be likened to the 
fhattered trunk of an ancient tree, the 
root of which has {till a little life in it 


4 though the lightening has deprived it of 
all it’s once flourifhing branches. Butt 


to put a ftill more deplorable, though 
not uncommon caie. We _ fometimes 
hear alfo of the fingle furvivor of ten 


or fifteen children, and, if we enquire} 


we perhaps | find, that this extr yt apeall 
mortality is to be accounted for by there 


having been a taint in the blood of the 
family, of which taint this fur viving}p; 


child alfo has partaken, and has already 


fuffered much pain from it, though its 


-death isnot yet arrived. How comfort- 
lefs as to this world is the condition of 


fuch a perfon! “an untimely birth, ’ 
methinks ** is better than he;’’ for if 


this life only be confidered, nothing me- 


thinks can be more forrowful as well as 


defperate, than the lot gf fuch a fickly, 


“perhaps deformed, and Phough in fome 
fenfe pitied, yet at the fame time ne- 


glected being; it feems only to have hl. 
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ed to bear the anguifh of it’s diforder, 
und to witnels the mortality of its fa- 


ily. 


But it is time to break off from this 
Bmelancholy fubject, and to {peak of the 
Melief which Religion brings to the feve- 
ral calamities of life. 


We have hitherto avoided introdu- 
ing any thing religious into the char- 
ncters we have drawn, becaufe we witfh- 
Yied to paint the milery firongly, which 
re could not have done if tiie comforts 
pf Chriftianity had made a part of the 
icture. We will endeavour to explain 

burfelves in the firft place by the follow- 
‘fing familiar ftory. 


THE GUINEA AND THE SHILLING, 


IT happened once, that a perfon was 
ravelling on foot a long way from 
ome, with exactly a guinea and a 
illing in his potket; as he walked by 
he fide of a hill, in taking out his purle 
ne of the pieces dropt out through an 
inlucky hole which there was in it; it 
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proved, however, moft fortunately t 
be only the fhilling: he looked aroun 
him for the piece which was loft, wit 
fome care, but whether it had got hg@ 
in the long grafs on his right hand, o 
whether it had rolled off a long waflc 
down the hill to the left, or whether | 
had even tumbled into the river at th, 
bottom, is what he never could difca 
ver. Hefpent about half an hour ifr 


as to think that he was lofing moi 
time and trouble than the piece of m«¢ 
ney was worth, fo he proceeded on - 
days journey, comforting himlelf as | 
went, that he had his guinea itill fai 
in his pocket, and that he had loft no 
thing but the fhilling. 


Let us apply the ftory. Reader, tho 
art one that haft met with fome of tho! 
lofles, troubles, or difappointmenf 
which have been juft defcribed, b 
thou art, neverthelefs, one of thofe ha 

petfons who, having embraced tl 


gofpel of Chrift with their whole head 


e made partakers of its infinite and 
fpeakable bleflings; thou haft loft, as 
8 will fuppofe, thy wealth, thy health 
thy deareft earthly relatives; nay, 


sar to thee in this life. Be comforted, 
loft thy fhilling; it is 
oon thy peta comforts that are 


ty is thine, coniolations which the 
orld can neither give nor take away, 
He ftill in thy poffeffion, and thou art 

heir of everlatting life. Thefe im- 
enfe riches continue with thee, and 
e like the guineain hand, on which 
ou mayeit ftill caft an eve of com- 
acency, when all earthly things 
ve flipt from thee like the fhilling, 
@d are no where to be found. I grant 

lofs is not altogether to be made 
ht of ; it may become thee to ufe for 
while thy beft diligence to repair thy 
Bs, juft as the traveller fpent half an 
ur in fearching for his fhilling, but 
e not the whole day of life in looking 
that which is utterly vanifhed, but 




















( 24 ) 


rather purfue thy journey, comfort 


But now to be more particular ; let 
fhew what a new character religion giv 
to each of the cafes we are {peaking ¢ 
and firft let us again addrefs 


THE P@OR LABOURER. 


Know, then, that thou art finki 
through poverty, that the greateft of : 
the evils that can befal thee is hardne 
of heart. Now it is certain, that a 
though extreme poverty may bring m 
ny trials, yet great riches bring m@V 
ny more, It is riches.that harden tlt 
heart. ‘ How hardly,’ fays Chritt, ¢ fh 
they that are rich, enter into the king 
dom of heaven.’ While on the oth 
hand, God often ‘ chufes the poor ot t 
world to be rich in faith, and heirs | 
the kingdom of heaven.’ How dog 
this thoucht at once reverlfe all the congb 
mon notions on this fubjeét! The fir 


heaven a better and more enduring fu 
fiance. And the Chriftian of the pr 
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t day, whether he be a labourer, a 
M@pkeeper, or a more confiderable tra- 
r, having the fame “ treafure in hea- 
n,’ will, under all his crofles, feel 
eafure of the fame comfort. ‘ Ha- 
g food and raiment,” faid the apoftle, 
st us therewith be content.’ “ | have 
rnt,’’ faid he, “ every where, and in 
things, both to be full and to be 
ngry; both to abound, and to fufier 


ed; I can do all things through Chrift 


¢ to taite the cup of worldly pleafure, 
s it dafhed from his lips and is hurri- 
off to his grave. What now is want- 
y to comfort the mind under this fort 
mifery? undoubtedly the thing that 


, and that fadeth not away, relerved 
‘ulfbeaven for him.” St. Paul “ wifhed 
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to depart and be with Chriift,” which h 
judged to be “far better” than an 
bleflings here, and in every age ther 
has been many a Chriftian of the fan 
ftamp with the apofile, who has bee 
willing, yea, glad to part with all hi 
inviting proipedts in this world, in ordq 
to pais into that land where there | 
“ fullnefs of joy,’ and where it is th 
chief defcription of its pleafures, thi 
they are “* Pleafures, which are at God 
Right hand for ever more.”’ 


THE DISAPPOINTED LOVER. 


The man whom we defcribed unde 
this character was a worldly irreligiou 
kind of man. ‘Take away his irreligio 
and you evidently take away much ¢ 


his mifery allo. ‘Teach him to view th® 


hand of Providence in his difappoin 
ment, teach him to love God and t 
defire his favour above all things, an 
to be afraid of idolizing a fellow cre 
ture; teach him alfo that general mode 
ration about all earthly things whic 





rer who before was mad with impatt- 
ce and eager defires, will now have 
; affections regulated, and in a mea- 
e at leaft fubdued. ‘To fuch we add, 
Met your moderation be known unto 
@ men; be careful for nothing; the 
®rd is at hand—finally, my brethren, 
e time is fhort, it remaineth that they 
@ait have wives were as though they had 
ne, and they that buy as though they 
fieffed not, for the fafhion of this 
rid paffeth away.” 


THE UNHAPPY HUSEAND. 


m@We put the cafe of a perfon whom 

> fuppolfe to be unhappily connected 

life, with a moft vexatious and un- 

(table partner, and who had nobody 

fympathize with him in his milery: 

re is inthe world a large clafs of 
k 


lets of this kind, of griefs, I mean 
ich are moft deeply felt, but which 
verihelefs muft not be told; there 
e many which arife out of a variety of 


d, and there are many alfo which fall 
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heavy on perfons of particular temp@. 


or conftitutions, and the fecrecy oft 
neceflary to be oblerved in thefe init: 
cés is apt to form a great aggravation 
the pain. Now in all fuch cafes, h 
foothing and encouraging a thing is 
ligion; it comesin aid when hui 
help fails; it teaches us in particu 
that all that Chriftian patience whic 
exercifed in fecret, under awkward 
trying, and perhaps difcreditable 

cumftances, is witnefled by the eye 
God, and that although no honor 
connected with it in this world, yet 
fhall in no wife lofe it’s reward; 
“our light affliction, which .is but fo 
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moment, worketh out for us a far m¢ 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory 


FEE WIDOWER. 


There is no cafein which religion @ . 


pears to more advantage than in that 
hufband lofing a tender and valuable wi 
I fav this on the fuppofition, howev 
that not only the furviving hufband 
religious, but that he has reafon to ho 
that fo was the deceafed wife alfo: 
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h cafe ‘“ we forrow not as others | 
ich have no hope, for if we believe | 
t Jefus died and rofe again, even fo | 
m alfo which fleep in Jefus will God 
ng with him.” It is true the body 
ft decay, and muit be carried downto | 
tomb; “earth to earth, afhes to 
es, and duft to duft.” 


But foon “the trumpet fhall found, 
the dead fhall be raifed ineorrup- 
e”’ Soon “this corruptible {hall 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
ll put on immortality. And then 
ll be brought to pais the faying that 
ritten, death is {wallowed up in vic- 
vy» O death, where is thy fting, O 
ve where is thy vidtory.”’ ‘That 
Mrtal part of our deceafed friend which 
are lodging fo mournfully in the | 
ve, is compared in Scripture tothe | 
i which is planted in the earth, and ; 
vhich the hufband-man does not al- 
himfelf to regret the lofs, for she. 
of that future increafe which is to 
Bng from it; the feeming lofs of the M 
, and it’s burial under the earth i 
neceflary in erder to its burifting 
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out again. “ That which thou foweft, 
fays the apoftle, is not quickened exce, 
it die, fo alfo is the relurreRion of th 
body.’’ And how glorious is that chang 
which it is to experience after deat 
“ itis fown in corruption, it is rail 
in incorruption ; it is fown in difhong 
it is raifed in glory ; it is fown in weal 
nefs, it is railed in power; it is fown 
natural body, it is raifed a {piritual b 
dy.”? Faith then believes this teftim 
ny of God, expects the promifed chang 
underftands the ufe and benefit 
death, and even glories in it. T 
Chriftian hufband and his wife have 
ny a time converfed together conce 
ing this expected change, and it h 
been a chief bufinefs of their life to 
prepared for it, and however favoaura 
their lot in this world may have bee 
death they know will be their great 
gain: to die is in their cafe tobe p 
moted to honour: it is as if having! 
red but moderately at home, a man } 
got fome good place abroad, and t 
earlier death of the wife is but like 
wife’s fetting fail to the new country ts 
an earlier fhip, knowing that the h@ 
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d is foon to follow: the parting in 
h cafe may be a little melancholy, but 
en the feparation will be fhort, and if 
m tears begin to rife, they are prefent- 
ME reftrained again at the thought of 
> vafl improv:ment which is about to 
experienced in their fortune. 


THE CHILD OF SORROW. 


And now if Chriftianity is fo needful 
the cate of all thefe individual trou- 
s of life, how much more fo mutt it 
when aftiction:’ ia added to affliction, 
dwhen athouland troubles meet toge- 
er? Ye unbelieving men who put 
m you the hope of a future world, and 

blefled confolations of the Gofpel, 
ne now and contemplate with me the 
e of that perfon who is opprefled 
th poverty, worn down at the fame 
e with ficknefs, and utterly defperate 
to this world. Behold that miferable 
jet, that wretch deformed in perfon 
wellas deftitute of friends, that La- 
rus who lies at the gate full of fores, 
dis begging a few crumbs of bread? 
Dbnow and comfort him with thofe con- 

















folations which infidels have to offer 
the afficted. I fuppofe you will bid bh 
hope for a little better health, and y 
recommend it to him to take the me 
cines proper for his diforder. B 
alas! medicine cannot help him, 
the phyfician has told him fo. You 
ftill, perhaps, encourage him to exp h 
however in one way or other, fog: 
more happy turn in his fortune. | 
his cafe is defperate; the friends wv 
once took care of him, and whom 
tenderly loved, are dead; his.pain « 
is daily growing upon him, and his | 
eafe is mortal. Well then, it is a 
of neceflity, you advife him to be 
figned; but refigned to what? Refig: 
to want and ficknefs, and to the lof; 
all things? Refigned to mifery as |i 
as he lives, and after this refigned 
a gloomy and_ hopelefs death ? 

give him no- ground for refig ‘ 
tion. Refignation on your plan am 
contrary to reafon! you boaft of yay, 
reafon, but you are of all men moft 
reafonable if you pretend you can 
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ply the miferable with comfort. Mie 
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muft own the cafe is beyond you, 
like the Levite, you muft turn your 
e another way, and leave him in the 
h till fome Chriilian comes, like the 
d Samaritan, and pours into his 
nds the oil and wine of the Golpel. 
you alfo, O ye gay and thoughtlefs! 
i, though ye dare not deny the truth 
mhe Gofpel, yet neglect it, and even 
pife the more ferious followers of it, 
that at leaft the Gofpel has its ules 
e, and that there are fome perfons in 
world to whom even the moft live- 
hope of immortality may, without 
nce, be declared to bea thing moft 
ently to be defired: for what isa 
e ordinary profeflion of Chriftianity 
luch perfons? it is only through a 
p and heart-felt experience of the 
t doctrines of the Gofpel, that any 
relief under thefe héavy afilictions is 
in the leaft expected; if troubles 
arife and increafe upon us, it is by 
more exalted views of Chriltianity 
we muit feek comfort under them. 
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ut let us now fhew how thefe heavy 
tions may not only be made tolera- 

















ble, but how they may be made ulefgiq 
and turned even into bleflings. Afr 
how many are there who at feiting qiyp 
in life have been favour’d with mu 8 
worldly happineis, yet during all tH o> 
time no thanks have been excited to Gi 1 
who was the giver of it, no prayers o 
praifes have afcended to the great Fat 
of mercies, and none of the wealth y 
talents beftowed upon them has be pe 
laid out in his fervice: but by andr 
troubles have come, and as thefe tr@&m 
bles have increafed, the heart has begitre 
to be foftened; difappointed and deig 
rate as to this world, they have now tu 
ed their thoughts to a better: worn do 
with grief, overwhelmed with lofles, 
tormented by keen anguith in their 
dies, they have cali a longing look t 
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ards that world where “ there is no miele 

ficknefs, nor forrow, nor pain, @hic 

where God fhall wipe away all tears ir 

our eyes.” re | 
erc 


‘¢ Behold,” faysthe Prophet in the nao 
of ‘sod to the Ifraelites, “ I have chofMfat ; 
tieein the furnace of affliction ;”’ he @ufe 


led thofe Hrealites in the midft oi Gort, 
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ef@ctions of Babylon, as he had 
Mr fathers in the afflictions of 
St. Paul obferves to the 

“ and ye became follow- 

fof us and ‘of the Lord, having recei- 
mi the word in much affiiction, and with 
of the Holy Ghoft.”” Some there are 
o feem to have pafled through trouble 
y that they may be brought to a flate 
peace and joy in believing : they owe 
ut cheerfulnefs which you now fee in 
em, to fome former gloom. Once they 
pre gay and thoughtlefs as fome of our 
anders may now be, and their joy was 
en as the crackling of thorns, which 
sfoon over, but now there is a new 

ndation for their happinefs. Now 

ey truft not in riches or health, in 
fe or children, for they have found all 
ele to be but as a broken reed, on 
ich if a man leans it fhall furely fail 

They have learnt to “ truft there- 

re in the living God,”’ and in the fure 
ercies of a Saviour: bein’ weaned 
om the world, they now have learnt 
at oly art of ufing it fo as not to 
ufe it, knowing that “ the time is 
ort, and that the fafhion of this 
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world paffeth away.”’ Come life, co 
death, come ficknefs, poverty or | 
grace, come lofs of friends, come tr 
ble of whatever kind, they ftand 
dy. ‘ None of thofe things now m 
them, fo that they may finith their co 
with joy.”” They are now meafuring 
value of every thing by it’s tendency@, 
promote their eternal good, and un 
whatever circumftances they may fam 
They are therefore comforted by that #ii 
fufiicient promife, that all things {iil 
work together for good to them that lqiilj 
God. to them that: are called accord i 
to his purpofe. y 
i 
What anew view then does the G Y, 
pel give us of the afflictions of lig 
It lefiens forme of them, and it tui 
others even into joy, and it teaches 
to confider every one of them as 
pointed by that wife and merciful Bei: 
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who knoweth our nature, and who whiig 
he feems to vifit us in judgment, is p 
haps only fhowering down his belt bi: 
ings upon us. 





